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Name:   _________________________  

Eng   Skills   Home/Distance   Learning   for   the   week   of   May   26th    (Paper   Packet)  

Welcome!    Ms.   Orme   and   Mr.   Maschman   continue   to   work   together   to   support   students   in  
English   Skills   during   this   phase   of   distance   learning   in   Shoreline.    Please   let   us   know   if   you   have  
any   questions   or   don’t   understand   what   you   are   being   asked   to   do.   

Essential   Question:    How   can   I   determine   what   are   the   key   ideas   when   I   read?  

Directions:    These   3   lessons   are   meant   to   be   used   over   the   course   of   a   week.   Students   could   do  
Lesson   1   on   Monday,   Lesson   2   on   Wednesday,   and   Lesson   3   or   Friday,   but   do   what   works   best  
for   you   and   your   family   (if   you   want   to   do   this   all   in   one   day,   then   do   math   the   next   day,   that   is  
fine   too!).  

Day   1-Introducing   the   topic   (15   minutes)  

Here   are   5   myths   about   crime   TV   shows   vs.   real   life.     A    myth    is   a   belief   that   a   lot   of   people  
have   but   isn’t   correct   or   true.  

Myth   #1-   Crime   scenes   are   processed   quickly.     Actually,   in   real   life   it   can   take   50   hours   of  
work   to   process   things   like   DNA.    Also,   they   can   collect   a   lot   of   samples   and   find   out   the   sample  
isn’t   big   enough   or   isn’t   good   enough   quality.   

Myth   #2-   Crime   scene   working   conditions   are   always   nice.    Actually,   in   real   life   collecting  
evidence   can   be   messy   and   have   terrible   weather.    One   crime   scene   investigator   said,   “ The  
scenes   are   often   dirty,   sometimes   bloody,   hot,   cold   or   even   outdoors   in   bad   weather,”   he   explains.  
“In   many   cases   it   is   also   necessary   to   crawl   on   the   floor,   under   a   car   or   otherwise   work   from  
awkward,   dirty   or   uncomfortable   positions.”  

Myth   #3-Crime   scene   investigators   turn   off   their   emotions   at   crime   scenes.    On   a   TV   show  
the   investigators   might   sip   their   coffee   looking   like   nothing   bothers   them.    Actually,   in   real   life  
one   investigator   said,   “Many   crime   scenes   are   gruesome   and   potentially   depressing.   Unlike   those  
portrayed   on   television,   violent   deaths   are   very   ugly.”   They   are   human   too!  

Myth   #4-Not   all   crime   scenes   are   processed   for   evidence.    Actually,   not   all   crime   scenes   will  
be   processed   with   evidence.    For   example,   in   a   really   big   city   that   has   lots   of   crime,   they   may   not  
process   evidence   from   a   burglary   unless   more   than   $1000   in   valuables   were   stolen.  

Myth   #5-   Everyday   as   a   crime   scene   investigator   is   exciting   and   thrilling!     Actually,   a   lot   of  
the   work   is   careful   and   precise.    One   investigator   said,    “ Crime   scene   processing   is   a   very   tedious  
(dull),   time-consuming   process   when   done   correctly,”   McKenna   emphasizes.   “Every   bit   of  
possible   evidence   must   be   carefully   photographed,   gathered,   packaged,   logged   and   later   placed  
into   evidence.”  
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TO   DO   FOR   DAY   1-     Now   that   you   have   read   the   myths,    put   a   star   next   to   the   one   that  
suprises   you   the   most.     NEXT,    tell   the   myths   to   someone   in   your   family   or   a   friend.    Put   an  
!!!   next   to   the   one   that   surprises   THEM   the   most!     Did   you   pick   the   same   one?   

 

 

 

 

Day   2-Building   our   knowledge   (20   minutes)  

Read   the   article   below.   

CSI:   Investigating   a   crime   scene  

 

Image   1.   Police   tape   marking   the   area   of   a   crime   scene.   Only   the   experts   working   on   the   investigation   can   cross   it.  
Photo   by:   Yumi   Kimura/Wikimedia.   

Crime   scene   investigation,   or   CSI,   is   the   term   for   the   series   of   steps   taken   to   investigate   a   crime  

scene.   Different   experts   play   different   roles.   But   their   goals   are   the   same.   One   major   goal   of   a  

crime   scene   investigation   is   to   figure   out   how   the   crime   happened.   Another   is   to   figure   out   who  

committed   the   crime,   based   on   physical   evidence.  

The   First   Steps  

Investigations   usually   start   where   the   crime   happened.   The   first   thing   to   do   is   isolate   the   area.  

This   means   only   allowing   certain   people   to   walk   in,   so   the   evidence   can   be   protected.   The   first  

police   officer   on   the   scene   is   responsible   for   marking   the   crime   scene.   They   often   do   this   with  

ropes   or   tape.  
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The   first   officer   on   the   scene   also   has   to   identify   the   primary   and   secondary   areas   of   the   scene.  

The   primary   area   is   the   one   closest   to   the   crime,   like   the   room   where   a   body   was   found.  

Secondary   areas   are   all   other   places   that   have   to   do   with   the   crime,   like   the   rest   of   the   house   or  

building.   The   secondary   areas   may   still   have   important   evidence.   In   death   investigations,   that  

evidence   could   include   shoe   prints,   fingerprints   or   bloodstains.  

Image   2.   Body   outlines   are   used   by   police   to   mark   exactly   how   a   body   was   found.  
Photo   from   public   domain.   [cilck   to   enlarge]  

Police   also   look   for   witnesses   near   the   crime   scene.   Any   witness   is   kept   outside   the   scene   so   the  

police   can   ask   them   questions   later.  

When   a   person   is   found   dead   at   a   crime   scene,   certain   experts   might   be   called   to   help  

investigate.   Here   are   some   of   those   experts   who   come   into   play.  

The   Crime   Scene   Technician  

The   crime   scene   technician's   job   is   to   find   and   identify   physical   evidence.   Some   examples   of  

physical   evidence   are   empty   bullet   casings,   bloodstained   objects   and   body   fluids.   Technicians  

also   take   pictures   of   the   scene   and   of   the   evidence.   Then,   the   evidence   is   taken   to   a   crime  

laboratory   for   a   closer   look.   The   technicians   write   reports   about   what   they   find.  
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The   Criminalist  

Criminalists   use   science   to   examine   evidence.   Their   goal   is   to   help   the   justice   system   figure   out   if  

a   crime   really   has   been   committed.   It   is   also   to   identify   who   was   harmed   by   the   crime   and   who  

did   it.   Criminalists   help   figure   out   what   happened   and   how   the   crime   was   done.  

The   Detective   Or   Investigator  

The   detective,   or   investigator,   interviews   witnesses.   This   expert   gathers   information   from   police  

on   the   scene   and   from   other   members   of   the   investigation   team.   The   detective   talks   to   the  

prosecutor,   who   is   a   lawyer   responsible   for   bringing   a   case   against   the   suspect   of   a   crime.   The  

detective   brings   the   prosecutor   evidence   and   other   information   about   the   case.   

The   Coroner   Or   Medical   Examiner   And   Pathologist  

An   expert   has   to   examine   the   dead   body.   This   can   be   done   by   an   official   called   a   coroner.   It   can  

also   be   done   by   a   doctor,   called   a   medical   examiner.   Their   goal   is   to   figure   out   how   the   victim  

was   killed.   They   tell   the   pathologist   what   physical   evidence   should   be   collected   from   the   body.  

Pathologists   collect   physical   evidence   like   hairs   and   body   fluids.   The   evidence   can   be   compared  

to   evidence   from   a   known   criminal   or   a   suspect.   If   there's   a   match,   it   becomes   more   likely   that  

the   suspect   committed   the   crime.   

The   Forensic   Anthropologist  
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Image   3.   Denise   To   is   a   forensic   anthropologist.   She   was   sent   to   investigate  

human   bones   found   on   Wake   Island,   in   the   Pacific   Ocean.   This   is   an   island   where   a   battle   was   fought   between   the  
U.S.   and   Japan   during   World   War   II.   Photo:   Tech.   Sgt.   Shane   A.   Cuomo/U.S.   Air   Force   photo.   [click   to   enlarge]  

Forensics   is   the   use   of   science   to   investigate   a   crime.   Anthropologists   are   people   who   study  

humans.   Forensic   anthropologists   are   people   who   use   science   and   an   understanding   of  

anthropology   to   do   investigations.   

A   big   part   of   this   job   is   examining   the   remains   of   bodies.   These   experts   are   called   in   whenever  

bodies   are   very   decomposed   or   damaged.   They   are   also   called   when   physical   evidence   is   hard   to  

gather.   A   forensic   anthropologist   helps   police   figure   out   who   a   victim   is   or   what   killed   them.  

When   humans   are   buried,   their   bodies   change   because   of   bacteria,   bugs   and   animals.   A   forensic  

anthropologist   can   do   tests   on   hair,   bones   and   other   parts   of   the   body   to   find   out   facts   about   the  

victim.   They   can   find   out   how   old   the   person   was,   what   race   they   were   and   what   their   gender  

was.   Forensic   anthropologists   may   gather   evidence   in   a   way   crime   scene   technicians   aren't  

usually   familiar   with.  

 
Day   2   continued-   Read   at   the   summary   of   the   article   below   and   do   the   following:   

● Fix   all   capitals   and   periods   so   that   sentences   are   complete  
● Fix   any   phrases   that   don’t   make   sense   or   have   incorrect   word   order  
● Fix   the   one   sentence   that   has   incorrect   information   in   it.   
● Go   back   to   the   text   to   reread   if   you   need   to.  

 
Crime   scene   investigation   is   what   we   call   the   series   of   steps   a   team   of   experts   do   when   a  

crime   has   been   committed,   their   goal   is   to   find   out   what   happened   and   who   committed   the   crime.  
When   the   team   approaches   a   crime   scene,   they   make   sure   to   isolate   the   scene.    Then   The   crime  
scene   Technician,   the   criminalist,   the   Detective   and   the   coroner   are   just   a   few   of   the   people   who  
examine   the   evidence   and   try   to   determine   what   happened.    The   forensic   anthropologist   is   the  
person   who   interviews   witnesses   to   try   to   determine   what   caused   the   death.    Ultimately   everyone  
is   an   important   helping   to   solve   crimes.  
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Day   3   -Applying   our   reading   strategies   to   our   reading-(25   minutes)  
 
What   question   would   you   ask   a   detective   about   their   role   in   crime   scene   investigation?  
Be   specific.   ( Do   not   write    “What   do   you   do?”)  
 
1.)  
 
What   question   would   you   ask   a   forensic   anthropologist   about   their   role   in   crime   scene  
investigation?    (Be   specific.     Do   not   write    “What   do   you   do?”)  
 
1.)  
 
Explain   what   these   words   or   phrases   mean   from   the   article  
 
1.)    Primary   scene-  
 
2.)    Decomposed-  
 
3.)    Investigate-  
 
Write   a   paragraph   (6-8   sentences)   talking   about   whether   you   would   want   to   be   a   crime  
scene   investigator   and   why   or   why   not.    Remember   to   include   a    topic   and   concluding  
sentence   and   give   3   reasons   to   support   your   position.     I   will   be   looking   at   if   you   were  
specific   and   explained   your   thinking   clearly .   
INSERT   YOUR   PARAGRAPH   HERE****************  
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Name:   _________________________  

Eng   Skills   Home/Distance   Learning   for   the   week   of   May   June   1st    (Paper   Packet)  

Welcome!    Thanks   for   checking   out   our   English   Skills   lesson   with   Mr.   Maschman   and   Ms.   Orme.  
As   always,   email   your   teacher   if   you   have   any   questions!  

Essential   Questions:   

● How   can   I   use   my   connections   to   the   text   to   better   understand   what   I   read?  
● How   can   I   edit   my   writing   to   improve   my   writing   conventions?  

Directions:    These   3   lessons   are   meant   to   be   used   over   the   course   of   a   week.   Students   could   do  
Lesson   1   on   Monday,   Lesson   2   on   Wednesday,   and   Lesson   3   or   Friday,   but   do   what   works   best  
for   you   and   your   family   (if   you   want   to   do   this   all   in   one   day,   then   do   math   the   next   day,   that   is  
fine   too!).  

Lesson   1-   Responding   to   a   Prompt   (10-15   minutes)  

Directions:   Write    3   activities   that   you   have   done   during   this   “social   distancing”   time   that   have  
been   enjoyable   and   helped   you   get   through   the   lockdown .   Share   in   complete   sentences.  

1. ________________________________________________________________________  

2. ________________________________________________________________________  

3. ________________________________________________________________________  

Directions:   Now   list    3   activities   that   you   have   tried   that   have   not   been   fun   for   you.    These   are  
activities   that   either   you   or   someone   else   hoped   would   be   fun,   but   did   not   really   work   for   you.  
Use   complete   sentences.  

4. ________________________________________________________________________  

5. ________________________________________________________________________  

6. ________________________________________________________________________  

Directions:   What   are    3   other   activities   you   either   have   heard   that   other   people   are   doing    during  
lockdown   (could   be   friends   have   told   you   about,   or   your   read   about   or   saw   on   YouTube/TikTok)?  
Use   complete   sentences.  

7. ________________________________________________________________________  

8. ________________________________________________________________________  

9. ________________________________________________________________________  
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Lesson   2   -   Article   and   Personal   Connections   to   Text   (30   minutes)  

Directions:   Read   the   article   below   about   how   some   families   are   getting   through   the   lockdown  
period.   Look   for   opportunities   to   connect   the   text   to   your   understanding   through   Text   to   Self,  
Text   to   Text,   and   Text   to   World   connections.   Be   ready   to   explain   how   you   can   relate.   Highlight  
or   underline   situations   that   you   can   relate   to   while   reading   the   article.  

How   bored   families   are   getting   through   the  
coronavirus   lockdown  
By   Washington   Post,   adapted   by   Newsela   staff   on   04.24.20   Word   Count    730  

Level    860L  

The   "Quarantine   Olympics"   is   an   internet   trend   that   has   come   out   of   the   ongoing  
coronavirus   pandemic.   It   began   at   the   Presley   family   home   in   Cornelius,   North   Carolina.  

For   one   event,   the   Presleys   played   dodgeball.   Yet   none   of   the   players   could   see   each  
other,   and   they   used   rolls   of   toilet   paper   instead   of   balls.  

"We   played   through   all   the   board   games.   So   we   had   to   get   creative,"   said   Alex   Presley,  
age   25.   For   the   past   month,   Alex   has   been   hunkered   down   with   his   girlfriend,   twin  
brother   and   parents.  

Alex   calls   the   game   "blindfolded   toilet   paper   dodgeball."   The   rules   are   simple:   Once  
you're   hit   by   a   roll   of   toilet   paper,   you're   out,   and   then   you   can   take   off   the   blindfold.   To  
make   the   game   even   more   challenging,   the   Presleys   spun   in   circles   to   dizzy   themselves  
before   playing.  
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The   result   was   chaos.  

Quirky   Activities   Combat   Boredom  

Alex   created   a   video   of   the   game   and   shared   it   on   TikTok.   In   the   video,   five   people  
stumble   around   a   living   room.   Shouts   mingle   with   the   thuds   of   rolls   bouncing   off  
windows   and   walls.   The   family's   game   nights   have   made   them   famous   on   the   internet.  

The   Presleys   aren't   the   only   people   whose   videos   have   gone   viral   during   quarantine.  
Many   families   are   becoming   internet   famous   for   quirky   activities   such   as   themed  
dinners   and   parody   videos.   The   videos   entertain   people   who   are   desperate   for   fun   as   the  
coronavirus   continues   to   spread   worldwide.  

Blindfolded   toilet   paper   dodgeball   is   just   one   event   in   the   Presleys's   "Quarantine  
Olympics."   The   competition   series   has   gone   viral   on   TikTok.  

The   contest   began   in   early   April   after   Alex   suggested   that   his   family   attempt   an   unusual  
challenge.   In   the   challenge,   participants   compete   to   see   how   long   they   can   drink   water  
from   a   cup   using   only   a   straw.   The   cup   is   constantly   filled   while   the   competitor   drinks.  

The   Presleys'   "Straw   Challenge"   drew   7.5   million   views   on   TikTok.  

Lively   Family   Dinners  

Now,   the   family   is   coming   up   with   new   events.   Fans   watching   at   home   root   for   their  
favorite   player   and   play   the   games   themselves.   Alex   said   they   try   to   keep   the   games  
simple   so   that   other   families   can   try   to   play   them,   too.  

Another   family   who   now   has   lots   of   free   time   is   the   Cannuscios   from   Massachusetts.  
Derek   Cannuscio   is   a   14-year-old   with   a   passion   for   cooking   and   comedy.   He   has   turned  
family   dinners   into   themed   experiences   that   are   wildly   popular   on   TikTok.  

Derek   cooks   themed   dinners   for   his   family   using   supplies   he   finds   around   the   house.   He  
combining   cooking   with   comedy.   He   recreates   restaurant   experiences.  

Derek's   sister,   18-year-old   Caitlin   Cannuscio,   said   that   Derek's   dinners   have   inspired  
other   families   to   come   up   with   their   own   themed   meals.  

"I   don't   know   what   I   would   be   doing   in   quarantine   without   this,"   said   Caitlin.   She   films  
the   meals   for   TikTok.  

Other   families   have   created   parody   videos.  

Song   Lyrics   Get   A   Rewrite  

The   Marshes   are   a   family   from   the   United   Kingdom   who   went   viral   in   March.   The   family  
created   their   own   version   of   "One   Day   More,"   which   is   a   song   from   the   musical   "Les  
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Misérables."   Ben   Marsh   said   the   song's   new   lyrics   were   inspired   by   the   frustrations   of  
being   in   isolation.  

The   Marsh   family   posted   a   video   of   them   singing   the   song   on   Facebook.  

"One   day   more,   another   day   another   destiny,   shopping   for   online   delivery,"   sings  
Danielle   Marsh,   Ben's   wife,   in   the   video.  

The   video   has   gotten   worldwide   recognition.   It   was   even   shared   by   actress   Anne  
Hathaway.   She   was   in   the   film   version   of   the   musical   and   won   an   Oscar   for   her  
performance.  

Canadian   author   Joel   Sutherland   and   his   family   filmed   a   live-action   version   of   the  
opening   for   "The   Simpsons."   The   family   used   costumes   and   props   they   found   around  
the   house.  

Creative   Projects   Keep   Families   Busy  

The   video   recreates   the   cartoon's   introduction.   Sutherland   posted   the   video   to   Twitter  
on   April   8.   It   has   been   shared   by   the   "The   Simpsons"   producer   and   the   show's   official  
Twitter   account.  

"Doing   creative   projects   is   a   good   way   of   keeping   busy   and   keeping   yourself   not  
depressed,"   Colleen   Morris   said.   She   is   Sutherland's   wife.  

For   many   families,   doing   strange   activities   during   quarantine   has   strengthened   their  
relationships   with   each   other.  

Before   sheltering   in   place,   Caitlin   Cannuscio   said   her   family   was   often   very   busy.   Before,  
they   "never   really   ate   dinner   together."  

"I'm   supposed   to   be   at   college,   so   I   haven't   had   dinner   with   them   in   a   while,"   said  
Caitlin.   "This   has   all   really   just   brought   us   together."   

In   the   text,   people   are   .   .   .   _______________________________________________________  

This   reminds   me   of   .   .   .   _________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
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In   the   text,   people   are   .   .   .   _______________________________________________________  

This   reminds   me   of   .   .   .   _________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

 

In   the   text,   people   are   .   .   .   _______________________________________________________  

This   reminds   me   of   .   .   .   _________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Lesson   3   -   Reflecting   on   the   Text   and   Editing   (20   minutes)  

Directions:   Think   about   the   article   that   you   read.   Do   you   think   that   this   article   shows   a   full  
representation   of   how   families   are   doing   during   this   “social   distancing”   period?   Do   you   think  
there   are   other   stories   out   there   that   could   be   told?  

1. What   word   from   the   list   below   do   you   think    best   describes   the   experiences   of   the  
families   listed   in   this   article ?   Circle   the   word   from   the   word   bank   below   that   best  
describes   the   families   in   this   article   only.  

  sad        struggling        happy        confused        emotional        angry        thoughtful        funny     bored  

 

2. Now   what   word   from   above   would   you   use   to    describe   the   experience   of   your   family ?  
Write   that   word   on   the   line   here:   ___________________  

 

3. Was   there   a   difference   between   the   two   words   you   chose?   It   is   OK   if   there   is   a   difference.  
I   think   many   of   you   may   have   chosen   different   words   to   describe   your   family   and   those  
in   the   article.   Read   the   paragraph   below   which   may   explain   why   there   are   differences.  

a. Watch   out   for   run-on   sentences   and   sentence   fragments!   Fix   sentences   that   are  
either   incomplete   (fragments)   or   are   run-ons.  

b. Make   sure   capital   letters   are   used   in   the   right   places   (proper   nouns   and   to   begin  
sentences!)   and   lower   case   letters   are   where   they   need   to   be.  
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c. Remember   to   include   the   appropriate   punctuation,   such   as   periods   and   commas,  

wherever   necessary.  

Edit   the   paragraph   below:   (__run-ons,   __   fragments,   __   words   needing   to   be   capitalized,   __  
words   needing   to   be   lowercase).  

In   reading   this   article,   it   is   clear   that   the   author   chose   to   emphasize   happy,   or   fun   ways,  

that   families   are   spending   their   time   together,   but   this   is   not   the   case   for   everyone   during   this  

challenging   time.   The   article   begins   by   describing   all   the   exciting   and   creative   ways   that   the  

presley   family   is   spending   time   together   this   includes   playing   games   like   “blindfolded   toilet  

paper   dodgeball”   and   the   “straw   challenge”.   Also   The   marsh   family   in   the   united   kingdom.  

Posted   videos   where   they   created   their   own   lyrics   to   famous   songs   both   of   these   examples   are  

fun   ideas   that   families   have,   and   could   come   up   with   during   the   quarantine   many   families   are  

probably   not   feeling   so   happy   though.   Some   families   have   lost   loved   ones   due   to   COVID-19,  

while   others   have   lost   jobs   and   income.   It   is   also   just   really   hard   to   be   in   one   space   with   the   same  

people   all   the   time,   while   missing   out   on   friends   and   activities.   It   is   great   to   hear   that   some  

families   are   able   to   have   fun   and   make   the   best   of   this   situation,   but   that   cannot   be   expected   of  

every   one   all   the   time.  

Quickwrite   Reflection:    If   social   distancing   limitations   were   dropped   today   and   you   could   do  

anything,   what   would   you   want   to   do   (write   3-5   sentences)?   _____________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  
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Directions for reading lessons: 
 
This week you will have the opportunity to read two articles.  Below is each 
article and the reading and writing response that goes with the article. 
 
Article: Fake News Invasion 
Response:  While reading, underline details from the text that shows how we 
can stop the spread of fake news.  
 
Write About It! Why is fake news a major problem? What can people do about 
it? Make sure to cite evidence from the text in your response. 
 
Take the Quiz when done. 
 
Article: The Vaping Crisis 
Response:  As you read, underline details that explain the affects of vaping on 
people. Also, underline what are people doing about it?  
 
Write About It! Write an paragraph on why vaping is a problem and how people 
are responding to it. Rephrase evidence from the text in your own words and 
put quotation marks around exact phrases.  
 
Take the Quiz when done. 
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As You Read, Think About: How can we stop the spread of fake news?

 You are scrolling through your Twitter feed. 
All of a sudden, a shocking headline fills  
your screen. “England BANS VIDEO 
GAMES!!” Outraged, you text your friends. 
They in turn text their friends. Could the 

United States be next, you wonder?
Soon, millions of people across the country are 

sharing the article on Facebook and Twitter. Within 
hours, the story has gone viral. The only problem? The 
article is fake—and you fell for it.

Made-up stories like that one are designed to look real 
but are completely or partly untrue. Sometimes it is easy 
to tell when an article is false. Words might be misspelled 
or randomly capitalized. The headline might contain 
multiple exclamation points. But fake-news writers are 
usually careful to make their stories seem real. They 
include headlines, details, and data that sound believable.

Such articles may seem harmless, but they can have 
real consequences. Experts say that false stories may 
have influenced the 2016 U.S. presidential election. 
During the campaign, made-up articles about the two 
main candidates, including current 
president Donald Trump, were shared 
on Facebook nearly 38 million times. 
Many people now worry that false stories 
could affect the outcome of next year’s 
presidential election.

That would be a major problem, says 
Alan C. Miller. He is the founder of the 
News Literacy Project. That organization 
helps students learn how to spot 
misinformation. Part of being a good 
citizen means knowing what is 
happening in the world around us. This includes  
being mindful that not everything we see on the  
internet and social media is true.

“The overwhelming majority of information  
available online has not been verified,” says Miller.  
“It has not been approved by an editor or signed off  
on by a fact-checker. So we all need to have a healthy 
amount of skepticism about what we see.”

History of Lies
The act of influencing people with fake stories may seem 
new. But it has been around for centuries. Benjamin 
Franklin was one of the nation’s founders. During the 
American Revolution (1775-1783), he was guilty of 

spreading false stories. He tried to 
increase support for the war by 
writing articles that falsely 
claimed that the British had 
teamed up with Native 
Americans to murder colonial 
women and children.

In the late 1800s, newspapers 
competed for readers by printing shocking 
headlines and overdramatizing stories. Sometimes 
writers made up quotes altogether. They quoted experts 
who did not exist. The practice of creating scandalous 
news came to be known as yellow journalism.

False Stories Spread Online
But fake news really took off with the rise of the internet 
and social media. When your parents and grandparents 
were kids, most people learned about current events 
from a few respected newspapers or national news shows 
on major TV networks. For the most part, that news 
came straight from professional journalists. They had 

been trained to do thorough research, fact-
check their stories, and report the facts.

Today, however, almost anyone can 
write and post articles online. It is possible 
for them to reach a large audience. Many 
fake-news sites currently exist. These 
include sites with official-sounding 
names, such as The Political Insider.

Of course, plenty of trustworthy 
websites report news. These include The 
New York Times (nytimes.com), The Wall 
Street Journal (wsj.com), and Junior 

Scholastic (junior.scholastic.com).
In addition, many politicians have begun using the 

term fake news to refer to factual stories they simply 
disagree with or do not like. That makes it even harder 
for Americans to tell fact from fiction. It discourages 
people from believing stories that are real.

Fake News Means Big Money
Why might someone want to post a fake story in the  
first place? During presidential campaigns, people  
may be trying to influence Americans’ beliefs and how 
they vote in the election. In other cases, they simply 
want to make money.

Many companies pay to place ads online. 

Many experts 
worry that 
fake news 

stories could 
influence 

next year’s 
presidential 

election.

Check out our video at 
junior.scholastic.com  

for easy tips on 
how to spot made-up 
stories, evaluate an 

author’s sources, 
and identify ads on  

social media.

VIDEO
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Websites that get a lot of visitors can charge high fees to 
run those ads. The reason is that the more visitors a site 
has, the more views the ads get.

Fake news websites often attract a lot of readers by 
posting stories with outrageous headlines that people 
are likely to click on and share. All those clicks mean a 
lot of money from ads. “I make like $10,000 a month,” 
fake-news writer Paul Horner told The Washington Post 
in 2016.

One recent study from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) found that false stories on Twitter 
spread six times as fast as factual ones. They also reach 
far more readers. MIT researchers discovered that a 
false story can spread to 1,500 Twitter users in just 10 
hours on average. By comparison, a factual story can 
take 60 hours to reach that many people.

Don’t Be Fooled
The good news is that a lot is being done to stop the 
spread of fake news. In recent years, for example, Google 
and Facebook have banned fake-news sites from 
advertising on their pages. Facebook is also working with 
fact-checking organizations around the world. Such 
organizations include PolitiFact.com and FactCheck.
org. They help identify and flag made-up articles that 
are posted on Facebook so they can be deleted.

In addition, lawmakers in several states, including 
Connecticut, New Mexico, and Washington, have 
recently passed or introduced bills requiring public 
schools to teach media literacy. Such lessons would 
show students how to analyze information from 
websites, TV, and other forms of media. They also 

would teach students how to detect bias.
In the end, it is up to each of us to be skeptical of what 

we see online. For starters, if a story does not seem quite 
right or appears too good to be true, investigate it. Spend 
a few minutes researching the headline, the author, the 
sources, and the website it came from. And if you suspect 
a story might be false, do not share it on social media.

“It’s our responsibility to stop the spread of fake 
news,” says Jonathan Anzalone. He is the assistant 
director of the Center for News Literacy at Stony Brook 
University in New York. “We need to be committed to 
seeking out the truth.” ◆
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Write About It! Why is fake news a major problem? 
What can people do about it? Make sure to cite evidence 
from the text in your response.

WHAT DO OTHER 
SOURCES SAY?

Conduct research to find out 
whether respected news outlets 

have published the same 
information. Or try to verify 
the story on a fact-checking 

website, such as PolitiFact.com 
or FactCheck.org.

How to Spot a False Story
Research shows that many middle schoolers can’t tell the difference between a factual story 

and a fake one. But don’t worry—we’ll show you how! Just ask yourself these questions.

WHO’S BEHIND 
THE ARTICLE?

Start by researching the author 
of the story and the website it 
came from. Does the writer or 

site often publish stories making 
outlandish claims? Also, look at 
the URL itself. Sites ending in 

.com.co often can’t be trusted.

WHAT’S THE 
EVIDENCE?

Evaluate whether the writer has 
backed up his or her claims with 

valid reasons and facts. What 
sources does the author cite—

and are they trustworthy? Does 
the writer quote experts qualified 

to comment on the topic?
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Know the News:  
Fake News Invasion!
 1.  Which is a central idea of the article?
 !  During the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign, 

made-up articles about the two main candidates 
were shared on Facebook 38 million times.

 "  The internet is filled with false stories, so people 
should be skeptical about what they read online.

 #  The News Literacy Project helps students learn 
how to spot misinformation.

 $  The practice of making up scandalous news is 
known as yellow journalism.

 2.  What is the main purpose of the article’s first  
two paragraphs? 

 !  to illustrate how a fake news story can spread 
 "  to caution people against using social media
 #  to warn people not to believe anything they 

read on Twitter
 $  to prove that most Americans won’t believe  

a story unless they can be sure it’s true

 3.  Which of the following is a fake news website?
 !  The New York Times
 "  The Political Insider 
 #  The Wall Street Journal
 $  The Washington Post

 4.  Why might the author have included the detail 
that Benjamin Franklin spread false stories?

 !  to provide an example of fake news from  
the past

 "  to show how quickly a fake news story can 
spread during war

 #  to illustrate that fake news is not a new problem
 $  both A and C

 5.  Which of the following is not suggested in the 
article as a way to spot fake news?

 !  Research the author of the story.
 "  Try to verify the story on a fact-checking site.
 # Share it on social media to find out if it’s false.
 $  Look at the URL of the website.

 6.  Which detail would be least important to include 
in a summary of the article?

 !  Experts say that every person needs to help 
stop the spread of false stories.

 "  Jonathan Anzalone works at the Center for 
News Literacy at Stony Brook University.

 #  Many people worry that false stories could 
influence next year’s presidential election.

 $  The problem of fake news has been around  
for centuries.

 7.  Which best describes the structure of the section 
“Don’t Be Fooled”?

 !  compare and contrast
 "  description
 #  problem and solution
 $  sequence 

 8.  Which two words from the article are most  
similar in meaning?

 ! verified and banned
 " respected and trustworthy
 #  harmless and mindful
 $ completely and potentially

 9.  Details from the sidebar on page 16 would best 
fit into which section of the main article?

 !  “History of Lies”
 "  “False Stories Spread Online”
 #  “Fake News Means Big Money”
 $  “Don’t Be Fooled”

 10.  Which of the following statements can be  
supported by information in the article?

 !  Fake news has been around for only a few years.
 "  Most people won’t share a story online unless 

they’re certain it’s accurate.
 #  The internet and social media have contributed 

to a rise in fake news.
 $  Americans don’t need to be concerned about 

the spread of false information.

Read the article on pages 14-16, then answer the questions.

Comprehension
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THE 
VAPING 
CRISIS

14  JANUARY 6, 2020

SPOTLIGHT

Vaping has been linked to a surge in mysterious 
life-threatening illnesses. What can be done to stop it?

BY JOE BUBAR

Download a Skill Builder at 
junior.scholastic.com  

to help students  
respond to the “Write  

About It!” prompt 
on page 16. 

WRITING 
TOOLKIT
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As You Read, Think About: How does vaping affect 
people? What are some people doing in response?

 This past summer, Piper Johnson quickly became 

deathly ill. The Illinois teen was driving with her 

mother to college in Colorado. The week before, 

Piper, 18, had felt pain in her chest. She had put 

it out of her mind. Now, in the car, her temperature spiked 

and her heart started racing. Piper ended up in a hospital 

bed, hooked up to machines. She was 

scared and sobbing because it hurt so 

much just to breathe.

Doctors took an X-ray and saw fluid 

in Piper’s lungs. At first, they thought 

she had a form of pneumonia. It was 

not that. The doctors connected the 

dots when Piper told them that she had 

been vaping—using e-cigarettes—for a 

couple of years. That summer she had 

been doing it a lot. She had gone 

through up to three pods a week.

Piper is among a growing number of 

people who have recently wound up in 

emergency rooms with lung injuries 

related to vaping. Many of them are 

teens. As this issue went to press, more 

than 2,100 cases had been reported 

since last spring. That is according to 

the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC). Forty-two victims had died. The 

youngest of them was just 13.

U.S. health officials are now trying urgently to figure out 

what is causing the illnesses. Officials say there is still a lot 

they do not know about vaping. That includes what is 

actually in e-cigarettes. As their investigation continues, 

they have issued a clear warning to Americans: Stop 

vaping. Immediately.

TEENS AND E-CIGARETTES
In almost every state, you have to be at least 18 years old to 

buy or use e-cigarettes. Yet vaping has skyrocketed among 

American minors in the past few years. 

According to a recent government 

study, more than a quarter of high 

school students had vaped in the past 

month. This is more than double the 

rate in 2017. More than 10 percent of 

middle schoolers also reported that 

they had used e-cigarettes.

Many teens have been attracted to 

the sleek devices and tobacco-masking 

flavors—such as mango and mint—

made by Juul Labs. That company sells 

the majority of vaping devices and pods 

in the U.S. Juul’s popularity among 

youth may not be accidental. The U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

has been looking into whether the 

company purposely marketed its 

products to American kids and teens.

A SERIOUS HEALTH THREAT
E-cigarettes were invented about 15 years ago. They have 

often been advertised as being safer than smoking tobacco. 

But because e-cigarettes are relatively new, researchers say, 

not enough research has been done to study all their effects. 

“There is so much we don’t know,” says Dr. Emily Chapman 

of the Children’s Minnesota hospital system.

Doctors do know one thing for sure. E-cigs deliver 

dangerous amounts of nicotine. One Juul pod contains 

about as much as a pack of 20 cigarettes.

What is the big deal? Nicotine can damage your brain. It 

can harm the parts that control your mood, learning, and 

attention span, says Thomas Ylioja. He works at National 

Jewish Health in Denver, Colorado. Plus, nicotine is a highly 

addictive substance. Once you are hooked, your brain wants 

more, “even at the risk of your own health,” says Ylioja, who 

is an expert in helping people quit smoking.

Vaping may also be destroying users’ lungs. One 

Vaping isn’t worth 
the buzz, says Piper 
Johnson: “It could 
cost you your life.”

Vaping left this teen in the hospital, fighting for her life. 
Her sister posted this photo on Instagram.

19



JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC • JANUARY 6, 2020

SKILL BUILDER Name:  Date:

Junior Scholastic®

©
20

20
 b

y 
S

ch
o

la
st

ic
 In

c.
 A

ll 
ri

g
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
. P

er
m

is
si

o
n 

g
ra

nt
ed

 t
o

 t
ea

ch
er

s 
an

d
 s

ub
sc

ri
b

er
s 

to
 m

ak
e 

co
p

ie
s 

o
f 

th
is

 p
ag

e 
to

 d
is

tr
ib

ut
e 

to
 t

he
ir

 s
tu

d
en

ts
.

Know the News:  
The Vaping Crisis
 1.  Which conclusion can you draw from the article?
 !  Vaping poses few health risks.
 "  Officials know exactly what’s in e-cigarettes.
 #  Vaping can be life-threatening.
 $  Vaping is much safer than smoking cigarettes.

 2.  Which detail best supports that conclusion?
 !  Researchers say not enough has been done to 

study e-cigarettes.
 "  Many teens have been attracted to sleek 

vaping devices and tobacco-masking flavors.
 #  Smoking was first linked to lung cancer, heart 

disease, and strokes in the 1960s.
 $  At least 42 people have died from lung injuries 

related to vaping since last spring.

 3.  What does the phrase connected the dots  
mean in this sentence? “The doctors connected  
the dots when Piper told them that she’d 
been vaping.”

 ! put information together
 "  drew a picture
 #  made a guess
 $ referred to a textbook

 4.  According to a recent study, about what  
percentage of middle schoolers reported using 
e-cigarettes?

 !  5 percent
 "  10 percent
 #  25 percent
 $ 37 percent

 5.  According to the article, nicotine ___.
 !  is not very addictive and is easy to quit
 "  is found only in small amounts in e-cigarettes
 #  is safer than THC
 $  can damage parts of the brain that control 

mood and learning

 6.  Which statement about victims of the recent 
vaping outbreak is true?

 !  They used only Juul products.
 "  They all bought products on the black market.
 #  Most reported vaping products with THC.
 $  They all vaped products with nicotine.

 7.  Which statement about state vaping laws is true?
 !  All states have banned flavored vapes.
 "  Few states have tried to regulate vaping.
 #  Vaping is illegal in most states.
 $  You have to be at least 18 to buy e-cigarettes 

in almost every state.

 8.  Which event happened most recently?
 !  The government banned cigarette ads on TV.
 "  Piper Johnson went to an emergency room.
 #  Piper attended a National Day of Action rally.
 $  Studies first tied tobacco use to lung cancer.

 9.  Which conclusion can you draw from the sidebar 
“The Fight Over Tobacco”?

 !  Regulations and public health campaigns were 
effective in discouraging people from smoking.

 "  The U.S. government is taking strong action to 
safeguard Americans from e-cigarettes.

 #  Major tobacco companies were concerned that 
young people would become addicted.

 $  Users of e-cigarettes are not likely to believe 
government warnings about vaping dangers.

 10.  Which of these statements is not supported by 
information in the article?

 !  Doctors don’t know if lung damage caused by 
vaping will be permanent. 

 "  The federal government has started an 
extensive education campaign about vaping.

 #  Millions of Americans continue to smoke 
despite the dangers.

 $  The rate of high school students who vape has 
doubled since 2017.

Read the article on pages 14-16, then answer the questions.

Comprehension
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teen vaper in Texas had so much lung damage that doctors 

had to put him on a machine for 12 days so he could breathe. 

A study found that some patients’ lungs looked like those of 

people who had been exposed to poisonous chemical spills.

“We don’t know how well people will recover from the 

injuries, whether lung damage might be permanent,” says 

Dr. Anne Schuchat of the CDC.

Experts have not pinned down exactly what is 

causing the recent outbreak of vaping-related 

illnesses. Most of the victims had been vaping 

products with THC. THC is a chemical in 

marijuana. But some victims reported that they 

had vaped only e-cigarettes with nicotine. 

Health officials are particularly worried about black market 

vaping products, especially those with THC, that were bought 

illegally on the street or online. Still, Piper says she mostly 

used Juul and other nicotine vapes that she bought in a store.

CRACKING DOWN ON VAPING
A number of states have become alarmed at the rising 

number of young people who are vaping. They have tried to 

discourage the use of e-cigarettes by banning the fruit-

flavored vapes teens love most. In response to criticism 

about targeting kids, Juul has announced that it will stop 

selling fruit- and mint-flavored pods.

In addition, lawmakers are calling on the FDA to move 

In the past, Americans 
seemed to smoke cigarettes 
everywhere: in restaurants, at 
work, even in school! Then, in 
the early 1960s, studies began 
to link tobacco to lung cancer, 
heart disease, and strokes. 
Suddenly, smoking was scary.

Yet at first, smoking rates 
remained high. So the federal 
government issued a series of 
regulations to try to discourage 
smoking. For instance, it 
forced tobacco companies to 
put harsh health warnings on 

cigarette packages. Cigarette 
ads were blocked from TV. 
Many public health campaigns 
also educated people about  
the dangers of smoking.

But the major tobacco 
companies fought back. They 
spread disinformation about 
the science and sought to 
make smoking look cool with 
slick ads in magazines.

Eventually, the regulations 
and education campaigns had 
an effect. Today, the smoking 
rate among Americans is about 

half of what it was in the early 
1960s. Still, about 34 million 
adults and millions of young 
people continue to smoke 
cigarettes. Nearly half a million 
Americans die from smoking-
related illnesses every year. 

faster to study e-cigarettes and figure out what harmful 

elements they might contain. One bill now in Congress  

would require the government to educate Americans  

about the dangers of vaping. It has done this for years  

about smoking tobacco (see sidebar, below).

The good news is that teens are becoming more aware of  

the dangers of vaping.  Plus, new groups are 

helping them kick the habit. For example, one 

national organization, the Truth Initiative, offers  

a free text-messaging program. It coaches teens 

and their parents through the quitting process.

As for Piper, her terrifying visit to the hospital 

was a serious wake-up call. She was left with 

chemical burns on her lungs that may never go away. Piper has 

since quit vaping. Today, she is focused on raising awareness 

among young people about the risks of vaping. In October,  

she went to a National Day of Action rally in Washington, D.C. 

She also spoke to senators about regulating vaping.

“It’s kind of like we’re the guinea pigs when it comes to 

vaping, just like our grandparents’ generation was when it 

came to cigarettes,” Piper says. “People have to realize it’s  

not worth the buzz. It could cost you your life.” ◆

The Fight Over Tobacco

These ads were intended to 
make smoking seem cool. 

Write About It! Write an informative essay on why  
vaping is a problem and how people are responding to it.  
Rephrase evidence from the text in your own words and 
put quotation marks around exact phrases.

Teens are 
increasingly 

aware of  
the dangers 
of vaping.
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Communication activity:
Think before you speak

Directions: Cut out the statements on the next page. Read each statement. If you think you should keep that statement to yourself, 

glue it into the “THINK IT” box. If you think that would be a helpful thing to say to someone, glue the sentence into the “SAY IT” box.

think it say it

22
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Communication activity:
Think before you speak

That’s an ugly shirt. Your artwork is very interesting.
I noticed you have some food 

stuck in between your teeth.

Your face looks really red and 

blotchy.

You look tired. I’m not sure that answer is correct. 
You seem upset. Is something 

wrong?
That’s a dumb idea.

You did a good job on 

your presentation.
I need some help. You’re annoying. The pattern on your dress is pretty. 

You’re doing that wrong. That food looks disgusting. Get away from me. I’m smarter than you.

I need some space. This idea might work better. Your new haircut looks terrible.
I’ve never seen that kind of food 

before, I wonder if I would like it.
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helpful - hurtful - not helpful - kind
Empathy Activity

Superheroes are role models, meaning people look to them to see the best way to act. As a superhero, it’s very important for you to understand 

your impact on others, including the impact of your words. 

Being kind means being considerate of others feelings, showing them you care. A hurtful statement is one that is mean or hurts someone’s 

feelings. A statement that is helpful provides assistance, serves to meet a need, or is useful in achieving a goal. Just because something is kind 

or not hurtful, doesn’t mean it’s helpful or the right thing to say. And just because something’s not helpful, doesn’t make it hurtful. 

Directions: Cut out the cards on the dotted lines. Read the situation and statement on each card. Sort the cards into four 

piles based on whether you think that statement is helpful, hurtful, not helpful, or kind for that situation.

Salvo tells you that she’s 

worried about the powers 

expertise test tomorrow.

“I heard that test is really hard.”

You see some classmates 

making fun of Cyanne’s 

new haircut and color.

“They’re right you know. 

Your hair looked better 

before.”

Chamelo broke his leg and 

struggles to carry his books 

while on crutches. 

“I’ll walk with you to class 

and carry your books for 

you.”

Bali’s powers failed while 

trying to capture a villain, 

and he got away.

“I know those civilians are 

thankful you were around to 

chase him off. You did your 
best.”

Ditto has trouble getting 

to class on time, and is 

embarrassed walking into 

class last.

“Can you not tell time or 

something?”

Nickels is on the baseball 

team, and he’s worried about 

a big game this week.

“I’ll help you practice after 

school this week to make sure 

you’re ready.”
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Harry is worried that his 

power isn’t good enough to 

make it as a superhero in 

the real world.

“I can see why you’re worried. 

Growing a bunch of hair 

isn’t the best super power to 

have.”

Kunstoff tells you that he’s 
ashamed because the bank 

robber he was chasing got 

away.

“I think I heard about that 

robbery on the news! It looked 

pretty wild.”

Piedra didn’t get invited to a 

birthday party. She thought 

the birthday girl was her 

friend.

“Oh yeah, I heard her talking 

about you yesterday. You 

actually thought she liked 

you?”

Larkin won superhero 

student of the month. You 

were also a finalist.

“Congratulations Larkin! You 

deserved the award.”

Bolton accidentally zapped 

all of his electronics with 

his power, making them all 

useless.

“You shouldn’t be so careless 

with your powers if you don’t 

want your stuff to break.”

Jingshen is a new student and 

is nervous that she’s too shy 

to make new friends.

“You can sit with my friends 

and me at lunch.”

Kai wants to try out for the 

school play. He doesn’t think 

he’s good enough for the 

lead, so he’s looking for a 

small part.

“You’re so talented, Kai. Even 

if you don’t get the lead, you’ll 

have tried your best.”

All of Gopher’s gadgets were 

stolen from his locker, and 

he’s very upset.

“I’ve gathered a team of 

heroes. We’ll get your gadgets 

back safe and sound.”

Brio has super strength, and she 

accidentally ripped the door off her 
classroom.

“If we put our skills together, we 

can get the door back in place.”
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Reasons to email teachers 
There are many ways to communicate with teachers including during class, before or after class, in 
office hours, or via email. Every teacher has different preferences and availability when it comes to 
communicating with students, and in most cases your syllabus will serve as a guide to the best 
approach. While there are some scenarios that may warrant an in-person conversation, there are other 
things that can easily be addressed via email. When you have a question or concern that you want to 
contact a teacher about, consider which method best fits your situation. 

Scenarios that may be appropriate for email: 

• Clarification on dates and deadlines 
• Clarification on assignment or reading requirements 
• Scheduling a meeting or office hours visit 
• Responding to an email from your teacher that requires a response 

Situations that may be better to approach in-person: 

• Going over an exam or a paper 
• Discussing your grade 
• Working through practice problems 
• In-depth questions about course content 

Tips for emailing teachers 
Use your Shoreline email address. Save your other email accounts for use with friends and family. 

Use the subject line. Write a brief and specific description of your purpose, such as “Question about 
lecture” and include the course number. Avoid making demands, such as “Immediate response 
needed.” 

Use a salutation. The safest way to start is with “Dear Mr./Mrs. Jones. Avoid being overly familiar 
(e.g., “Hey Teacher”). 

Be concise. Write concisely in the body of your email. Your message should be clear, organized, and 
brief. 

Capitalize, punctuate, and check your spelling. You want to convey an impression as a serious 
student. This is not a post on Facebook or a text message. 

26



Acknowledge any and all replies. If your teacher answers your email, sends a handout, be sure to 
acknowledge this with a thank you in your reply. 

Remember, email is forever. Once you send it off, you cannot get it back. Your teacher owns it and 
can do with it what he or she wants (like forwarding it to others).  

Things to avoid when emailing teachers 
Don’t embarrass yourself. Remember to proofread for spelling, punctuation, and capitalization 
before you hit send. 

Don’t ask a question if it’s already been answered. Before asking a question about an assignment, 
due date, or course policy, consult the syllabus and any course materials you have been given in class 
or online. 

Don’t expect an immediate response. Teachers have different work schedules. Twenty-four hours is 
a standard window for an email response during the school week. 

Don’t complain. If you have a concern about a grade or course policy, it’s usually best to have that 
conversation in person. Unless you have been specifically advised to use email for grading topics or 
issues, don’t. Go to office hours and discuss grade questions face-to-face. If you do decide to express 
a concern via email, don’t send your email immediately after drafting. Wait at least an hour and read 
again to check your tone, or ask a friend to read and give you feedback on how you might come across 
to your teacher. 

 

Taken from UNC.edu 
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W/C: To Do List 
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N o t e s :  
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